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Office Action Summary 



Application No. 

09/475,830 



Examiner 

Christopher C. Pratt 



Applicant(s) 

DODGE MET AL 



Art Unit 

1771 



„ The MAILING DATE of this commun ication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address ~ 

Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 

THF MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. , * . flari 

e1«^^ .nnoevent.however.mayareplybet.melyf.led 

after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing ^^^™!%£ n - reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered'timely. 
- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty J Dire slx (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1 )E3 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 17 September 2001 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)H This action is non-final. 

3)D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters prosecutor , as to the merits is 
closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4® Claim(s) 142 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) 1 6-1 8 and 24-30 is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) Q Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) EI Claim(s) 1-15.19-23.31-32 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)Q accepted or b)Q objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

1 1) D The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)Q approved b)Q disapproved by the Examiner. 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) Q The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 119 and 120 

13) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 

a)0 All b)D Some*c)D None of. 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2.D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3 □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 1 7.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) H Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(e) (to a provisional application), 
a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

15) Q Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121 . 

Attachments) 



1) □ Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 

2) □ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 

3) El Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449) Paper No(s) 2 . 



4) □ Interview Summary (PTO-413) Paper No(s). 

5) □ Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-1 52) 

6) D Other: 
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Part of Paper No. 7 
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DETAILED ACTION 



1. Applicant's election with traverse of group I, claims 1-15, 19-23, and 31 in Paper 
No. 6 is acknowledged. The traversal is on the ground(s) that a search of all claims 
would not be an undue burden on the examiner. This is not found persuasive because 
examination of each group would require searches in completely different classes and 
subclasses. 

The requirement is still deemed proper and is therefore made FINAL. 
Claim 32 was accidentally omitted from the restriction and will be included in the 
elected group I to be examined on the merits. 



2. Claims 1-15, 19-23, and 31-32 are indefinite because claims merely setting forth 
physical characteristics desired in an article and not setting forth specific compositions, 
which would meet such characteristics are invalid as vague and indefinite because they 
cover any conceivable combination of ingredients, either presently existing or which 
might be discovered in the future. Claims 1-15, 19-23, and 31-32 would impart desired 
characteristics too broad and indefinite since it purports to cover everything which will 
perform the desired functions regardless of its composition and, in effect, recites 
compounds by what it is desired that they do rather than what they are. Ex parte Slob 
(PO BdApp) 157 USPQ 172. The claims do not define any particular structure or 
compositions, which would allow a proper comparison to the prior art. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 
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Conclusion 



3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Christopher Pratt whose telephone number is 703- 
305-6559. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday from 7 am to 4 
pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
Terrel Morris can be reached on 703-308-2414. The fax phone numbers for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are 703-872-9310 for 
regular communications and 703-872-931 1 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-308- 
0661. 



Christopher C. Pratt 
October 29, 2001 



TERREL MORRIS 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 1700 



